
 
 
Election 2019: How do the manifestos compare on trade policy?  
 
 

Issue Conservatives Labour Liberal Democrats SNP 

Trade 
democracy 

No mention of scrutiny of trade 
agreements, but proposes to 
address the “relationship between 
the Government, Parliament and the 
courts; the functioning of the Royal 
Prerogative; the role of the House of 
Lords” to stop “needless delays”.  

Will “introduce legislation to ensure 
transparency and parliamentary 
scrutiny of trade and investment 
agreements.” Beyond this there are 
no more specific details 

Position is to remain in the EU, so 
scrutiny would presumably follow 
EU processes, however there is 
mention of working “through 
international bodies for better 
regulation and scrutiny of 
international trade and investment 
treaties.” 

Proposes “new law” to “ensure that 
future trade deals would require the 
explicit consent of the Scottish 
Parliament, Welsh Assembly, and 
Northern Irish Assembly”, also has 
section on ‘Standing up for 
Democracy’. 

Public 
services / 
NHS 

“When we are negotiating trade 
deals, the NHS will not be on the 
table. The price the NHS pays for 
drugs will not be on the table. The 
services the NHS provides will not 
be on the table”, but also states that 
“we should open up trade in 
services”. No mention of other 
public services and trade. 

Will “never let our health service be 
up for grabs in any trade 
negotiation” and “ensure that all 
parts of the NHS, the treatment of 
patients, the employment of staff 
and medicine pricing are all fully 
excluded and protected from any 
international trade deals.”  
 

No explicit reference to the NHS or 
public services in relation to trade 
deals (perhaps partly because 
position is to partake in EU trade 
policy).  

Will introduce a new NHS Protection 
Act to “guarantee that trade deals 
will not undermine the founding 
principles of the NHS, nor 
open it to profit driven exploitation.”  
 

Environment Brief mention: “In all of our trade 
negotiations, we will not 
compromise on our high 
environmental protection”. 

Will “champion exports from the 
environmental goods and services 
sector, building on the 300,000 jobs 
that the sector already sustains. We 

Will "Strengthen climate and 
environmental goals in EU trade and 
investment agreements and refuse 
to enter any trade agreements with 

Would “campaign for the UK to 
remain aligned with EU 
environmental regulations even if 
Brexit takes place” (including 



will uphold the highest 
environmental and social 
regulations in all our trade relations, 
and will never downgrade standards 
as ‘barriers’ to trade.” 

countries that have policies counter 
to the Paris Agreement, including 
the Mercosur-EU free trade 
agreement because of the Brazilian 
government’s actions in the 
Amazon." 

emissions standards) and “never 
engage in a race to the bottom and 
will seek to prevent the sell-out of 
Scotland’s environment to any 
dodgy trade deal.”  

Food  Brief mention “In all of our trade 
negotiations, we will not 
compromise on our high… animal 
welfare and food standards”, framed 
in terms of UK standards rather than 
standards of imports or production 
methods. 

Attacks Conservatives for 
“sacrificing animal welfare standards 
in trade deals” and “reject any trade 
agreements that undermine… 
environmental protections.” 

No mention of food standards in 
relation to trade deals  (perhaps 
partly because position is to 
maintain EU food regulations). 

Mentions that the Scottish food 
sector has “already estimated huge 
losses in annual value thanks 
to the creation of trade barriers and 
tariffs”, though this is framed in 
relation to Brexit. 
 

ISDS No mention of ISDS, but brief 
mention of promoting foreign 
investment.  

No explicit mention of ISDS, but 
supports “ongoing UN efforts to 
introduce a binding international 
treaty on business and human 
rights, and make companies legally 
accountable for failing to prevent 
human rights abuses or 
environmental damage in their 
operations and supply chains, 
including criminal liability in the most 
serious cases.” 

No explicit mention of ISDS, but will 
ensure that trade and investment 
deals do not undermine “developing 
countries’ ability to regulate the 
environmental and social impacts of 
businesses." 

NHS protected from ISDS in Act 
which would ensure “any goods or 
services that are procured by the 
NHS must be explicitly prevented 
from being subject to any future 
‘investment protection mechanisms’ 
or ‘investor state dispute resolution 
mechanisms.” 
 

Workers’ 
rights 

Mention but no clear commitment: 
“We can, for example, include 
provisions in our new free trade 
agreements that promote the fair 
treatment of workers”. 

Will “Support trade unions 
internationally in their efforts to 
promote collective bargaining for 
better pay and conditions, and 
include binding social chapters in 
trade agreements to safeguard 
workers’ rights” and “reject any 
trade agreements that undermine 
labour standards.” 

No explicit mention of workers’ 
rights in relation to trade. Seeks to 
ensure that trade does not “worsen 
inequalities or undermine human 
rights.” 

No explicit mention of workers’ 
rights in relation to trade, other than 
criticism of Brexit. 



Digital trade Seeks to open up digital trade: “The 
UK is a world leader in many 
areas… information technology, 
digital services… Just as we led the 
way in opening up trade in 
manufactured goods in the last two 
centuries, we should open up trade 
in services.” 

No explicit mention of digital trade, 
but mentions “a Charter of Digital 
Rights” to safeguard against online 
harms. 
 

No explicit mention of digital trade, 
but says wants “the UK to lead the 
world in ethical, inclusive new 
technology, including artificial 
intelligence”, and introduce a “Code 
of Ethics to ensure the use of 
personal data and artificial 
intelligence is unbiased, transparent 
and accurate, and respects privacy.” 
Similarly, more powers to prosecute 
companies which breach this code, 
profit sharing and citizens’ 
assemblies on tech policy.  

No explicit mention of digital trade. 

Human 
rights and 
gender 

Mention of women’s rights but no 
clear commitment: “We can, for 
example, include provisions in our 
new free trade agreements that… 
advance women’s empowerment.” 

Says that “human rights should 
drive our trade policy”; would 
“implement UK arms export controls 
to the highest standard, putting an 
end to exports where they might be 
used in violation of human rights or 
international humanitarian law”, 
“ensure government procurement 
contracts are not granted to 
companies that are complicit in 
serious human rights abuses, and 
require all UK trade agreements to 
be consistent with international 
humanitarian law” and “rule out UK 
Export Finance support to 
companies engaged in bribery or 
corruption.” 

Will "pursue a foreign agenda with 
gender equality at its heart, focusing 
on: the transformation of the 
position of women through 
economic inclusion, education and 
training; ensuring the lives of 
women and girls are not ignored in 
favour of trade or regional 
alliances"; attacks the 
Conservatives for “prioritising trade 
deals over people’s rights". Seeks to 
ensure that trade does not “worsen 
inequalities or undermine human 
rights.” 

No direct mention of human rights in 
relation to trade agreements. Will 
“continue to urge the UK 
government to immediately halt all 
military support and arms sales to 
regimes guilty of violations of human 
rights and international humanitarian 
law.” 

 


